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The Cypriot-American
father of reproductive
cloning, Dr. Panayiotis
Zavos, visited his
occupied hometown 
and speaks exclusively 
to Greek News

NEW YORK
By Apostolos Zoupaniotis

Ask any American journalist, "Who is the
world's most famous Cypriot?", and

without a doubt, he will name Dr. Panayio-
tis Zavos, one of the fathers of reproductive
cloning. Besides working long hours and
giving lectures and traveling around the
world, he makes sure to make time to be
informed daily through the internet on all
the news concerning his homeland. And he
is ready - as he stated in an exclusive
interview with GreekNews - to use the
huge name recognition he enjoys, to pro-
mote the Cyprus issue in the United States
and worldwide.

Dr. Zavos left Cyprus and his home-
town Trikomo, near Famagusta, in 1966,
after having fought the Turkish uprising. He
was not in Cyprus during the tragic events
of 1974, in which his family lost their ho-
mes and property.

Çellenic American Action
Committee (HAPAC) organized

on Thursday, at the Columbus Club in
Manhattan, a successful event, with
NYC Comptroller William Thompson
as quest. Comptroller Thompson
spoke to prominent Greek American
leaders on the New York City's cur-
rent financial crisis. HAPAC's
President John Catsimatidis and the
board of directors  appointed recently
Archie Mavromatis as the Executive
Director. Mr Mavromatis gave new
life to the organization, founded by
George Douris. Both Catsimatidis and
Mavromatis spoke at the meeting on
the need to organize the Greek
American Community in New York, if
we want to succeed. While Helen
Varis, executive assistant inform
members of the board's plan to
increase membership and create a
Hellenic Youth program. (Details on
the event in the next issue). In the
caption, Arthur Chelliotes, George
Makkos, Comptroller Thopson, Helen
Varis, Mary and Archie Mavromatis
and Philip Varis.

COMPTROLLER THOMPSON SPOKE AT A HAPAC MEETING

NEW YORK

His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios,
announced today that the Thirty-

Seventh Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress and
National Philoptochos Convention of the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
will convene next year in New York City
from July 25 to 29. The Congress, which
will be held at the New York Marriott
Marquis located in central Manhattan, will
have as its theme "Building Communities of
Faith and Love: Orthodox Parishes in
Worship and Ministry." Following the the-
me of the 2002 Congress in Los Angeles,
"Offering our Orthodox Faith to Contempo-
rary America", this theme will direct the
preparations and work of the Congress in
assisting and strengthening our Orthodox
parishes, the primary places of worship,
ministry, and offering.

Commenting on the theme and the 

"Denktash doesn't 
qualify for cloning"

Continued on page 28

37th Clergy 
Laity Congress
to convene in 
New York, 2004

THESSALONIKI 

The EU Summit Meeting ended Friday
with the approval of the draft of the first

European Constitution, which will have to
be presented in its final form by the Inter-
governmental Conference before the Euro
elections in 2004. Additionally, an agree-
ment was reached on the formation of a
European policy for migration and asylum,
Mr. Xavier Solana's report on European fo-
reign policy and security, and decisions for
the boosting of development. 

EU leaders reached out to the Balkans
on Saturday with commitments of fresh
economic aid for this corner of the conti-
nent, torn apart by ethnic rivalries. Meeting
with the leaders of Albania, Bosnia-Herze-
govina, Croatia, Macedonia and Serbia-Mo-
ntenegro, the 15 EU leaders granted $249
million in assistance and reiterated their
intention to bring the countries into the EU
someday.

"The future of the Balkans is within the
European Union," a summit statement said.

The statement stressed the need for
democracy, the rule of law, and minority
rights if the countries are to join the EU, a
prospect that is years away. Prime Minister
Costas Simitis, who presided at the summit
meeting, said that the Greek EU presidency
was justified with the presentation of the
Constitution draft plan. He also underlined
the importance of a joint policy on immi-
gration, and Mr. Solana's report. Moreover,
making an overall evaluation of the Greek
EU presidency, he described its handling of
the problems that arose for the cohesion of
the Union during the Iraqi crisis as success-
ful. Also called on to comment on publica-
tions that present him as the main candida

A grand finale
for a great
Presidency

Continued on page 35
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He was able to visit his village on May 23,
2003. He invited us to visit his web page
and to see the short note he wrote on his vi-
sit to his occupied village and the captions
from the pictures he has taken. The home
he was born in was completely demolished
by the invading forces; all that was left was
a piece of the floor tile.

"Why can people do this to others in
the 20th century and get away with it?", he
asks, adding, "This is a world crime that
should be punished by the international
community and the courts."

The second house the family owned,
inside the town, was also demolished. And
wherever he went, he saw devastation. At
the local cemetery, Dr. Zavos was totally
amazed and shaken by the devastation and
the level of desecration of a burial place.  All
the crosses dedicated to the dead were
knocked down and broken in a vicious and
malicious way. "One can ask that one may
hate the living, but how and why can one
hate the dead?"  

He was at the cemetery where his 22-
year-old brother Constantine was buried in
1962.  

The main village church of "Panayia,"
where Dr. Zavos spent most of his childho-
od years and where he has some valuable
memories, still contained some icons, but
the looting was obvious.

In his own words
Dr. Zavos and his whole family lost

everything that they had at the time of the
barbaric invasion of the northern part of the
island by Turkish forces in the summer of
1974. It wasn't that he hadn't wanted to vi-
sit his home and birthplace in all those ye-
ars. His pilgrimage there became possible
only because the so-called "leader" of those
forces, Mr. Rauf Denktash, recently decided
that he would allow displaced Cypriots like
Dr. Zavos to visit their birthplaces for one
day, but not to stay. 

Dr. Zavos took the trip with his elder
brother Demetrakis. He was to be acco-

mpanied also that day by a television crew
from the Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation;
but at the checkpoint to "North Cyprus,"
they were denied entry to cover Dr. Zavos'
historic trip.  Dr. Zavos writes in memoirs
of his visit: "The occupied villages appeared
as human bodies that were allowed to die
slowly from starvation and now they looked
like 'skin and bones' and heavily consumed
by vultures."

He goes further to describe the true
picture of the occupied lands by stating "the
only difficulty was that this time the vul-
tures were human beings, the Turkish army,
the Turkish invaders; that after the villagers
left from fear of being raped and killed, the
invaders took their homes and villages over;
they removed every door, every window,
every evidence of life and civilization, and

they were left to collapse and die.
"The analogy of bodies eaten by vul-

tures is very appropriate in this case and ex-
tremely descriptive," Professor Zavos co-
ntinues.

In his memoirs, Professor Zavos fur-

ther states, "I must tell you that in spite of
my great love for people and great respect
for humanity, I was saddened, I was emo-
tionally shaken, I was very angry to see this
level of barbarism take place in the 20th
century.

"The irony about this historic trip was
that we had not even entered the borders of
the Turkish quarters, the dividing green line
that separates the pseudo-nation of the
'Northern Turkish Republic' from the legiti-
mate nation of the Republic of Cyprus; and
as we established later on and seeing with
our very own eyes, 'we ain't seen nothing
yet' and there was more yet to come," he
continues.

War criminal
GreekNews asked Dr. Panayiotis Zavos

why for all these years he hadn't used his
American passport to visit his occupied vil-
lage, as many other Cypriot-Americans
have.

"I fought the Turks for three years,
between 1963 and 1966, in Nicosia. I am
very outspoken when it comes to Cyprus
situation, and you never know what they
are going to do to me," he said.

But there are also good memories of
peaceful coexistence.

"I lived with Turkish-Cypriots most of
my life while I was in Cyprus, and they are
peaceful people. Unfortunately, the

Turkish-Cypriots also became the victims in
this equation, because of the invasion and
the settlement with Turks from Anatolia," he
said.

We asked him if he is more hopeful
after the opening of crossings and what se-
ems to be the coming of the end of the Den-
ktash era.

"There is no doubt that a solution will
be found," he said. "I've been an optimist all
my life. The question here is, what kind of a

solution can that be? Obviously, the Turks
are maneuvering to hold on to Cyprus; and
they are trying to push the Greek govern-
ment by making claims on the Aegean and
several Greek islands. They are trying to
create trouble with the idea that a Cyprus
solution can be less painful for them.
Cyprus has become "to milo tis eridos" (the
apple of contention) between the Greeks
and the Turks."

Dr. Zavos thinks that Turks are trying
to gain something in exchange for giving
Cyprus up. 

"And they have to, in order to become
a member of the EU, Turkey has to sacrifice
a lot; otherwise, either Greece or Cyprus
may veto any effort by Turkey to participate
in the EU. In any case, many Europeans are
not considering Turkey as a European na-
tion."

He characterizes Kofi Annan's plan as a
good basis upon which a solution can be
found.

"It has the support of the Security
Council and the international community.
But don't forget, no proposal is perfect.
Greek-Cypriots and Turkish-Cypriots can sit
down and negotiate; but unfortunately Den-
ktash denies it."

When he talks about Raouf Denktash,
Dr. Zavos sounds extremely angry.

"When I go to Cyprus next week, I will
call a press conference and, as a Greek-Cy-
priot and American citizen, I will tell the Cy-
priot people, and President Bush, that if Mr.
Milocevic is a criminal, if Mr. Saddam
Hussein is a criminal and a terrorist, then I
think Mr. Denktash qualifies more than any-
body else because he was simply allowed to
get away with murder, and rape, and assas-
sinations and displacement of the Cypriot
people for the last 29 years. I think a war
crime tribunal must look at his criminal re-
cord, and I have no doubt in my mind, they
will find he is a war criminal and a terrorist."

Not forgetting who he is, we tease him,
asking whether he is afraid that someone
may clone Raouf Denktash.

"I am not afraid about that, because he
doesn't qualify," he replies.

Because he has great name recognition
and is able to call at anytime the big media,
we ask him whether he intends to get in
touch with the Greek lobby and promote
the Cyprus issue in the United States.

"If they ask me, I will help," he says. "I
don't intend to force myself into an equa-
tion where I don't belong. I am a very pa-

triotic Cypriot, I fought the British between
1955-60, as a young boy, and then I fought
the Turks. I know my enemies well, as well
as what belongs to me. So, I think I am qua-
lified more than anybody else to speak on
the subject. The fact that I am a very well-
known scientist doesn't disqualify me from
speaking about politics because today they
determine the future of my homeland. And,
therefore, I intend to become very active
and very outspoken on this."
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This view shows of Dr. Zavos sitting at the exact location when he attended first grade
in 1950 at the elementary school of Tricomo.

The Cypriot-American father of reproductive cloning, 
Dr. Panayiotis Zavos, visited his occupied hometown 

Trikomo and speaks exclusively to GreekNews.

From page 36

Dr. Zavos is standing at the exact location where the bedroom stood and where he was
born holding one the floor tiles.This is all is left of his home in the village of Tricomo
after being demolished by the Turkish invading forces.

This is a picture from the inside of the local cemetery in his home village of Tricomo,
where Dr. Zavos' family grave once was and now occupied by the Turkish invading
forces (See Dr. Zavos' elder brother Demetrakis in the background of the Zavos Family
burial place).
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